Subject: Fw: Ecoclip - Ecology backs EPA that dairies likely source of pollution

To: CN=Dennis McLerran/OU=R10/0=USEPA/C=US@EPA CN=Michelle
Pirzadeh/OU=R10/0=USEPA/C=US@EPA

Cc:

From: CN=Marianne Holsman/OU=R10/0=USEPA/C=US

Submit Time: 12/28/2012 21:57:44

FYI.
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Marianne Holsman

Public Affairs Director

US EPA Region 10

1200 6th Avenue

Seattle, WA 98101

desk: 206.553.1237 cell: 206.450.5895

Email: holsman.marianne@epa.gov

----- Forwarded by Marianne Holsman/R10/USEPA/US on 12/28/2012 01:57 PM -

From: Mark Macintyre/R10/USEPA/US
To: Marianne Holsman/R10/USEPA/US, "Marie Jennings"

<Jennings.Marie@epamail.epa.gov>, "Michael Cox"' <Cox.Michael@epamail.epa.gov>, Thomas

Eaton/R10/USEPA/US, Sheila Fleming/R10/USEPA/US, "Eric Winiecki"

<Winiecki.Eric@epamail.epa.gov>, "Jennifer MacDonald"

<Macdonald.Jennifer@epamail.epa.gov>, "Bill Dunbar" <Dunbar.Bill@epamail.epa.gov>, "Caryn
Sengupta" <Sengupta.Caryn@epamail.epa.gov>, "Mr. Jeff Philip" <Philip.Jeff@epamail.epa.gov>

Date:  12/28/2012 01:45 PM

Subject: Fw: Ecoclip - Ecology backs EPA that dairies likely source of pollution

From: "Redfield-Wilder, Joye (ECY)" [JRED461@ECY.WA.GOV]
Sent: 12/28/2012 07:45 PM GMT
To: Thomas Eaton; Mark Macintyre

Subject: FW: Ecoclip - Ecology backs EPA that dairies likely source of pollution

FYI - we sent our comments 1o a few reporters. The Capital Press did this story online today and in

next week’s (Jan. 4) paper edition.

From: Redfield-Wilder, Joye (ECY)

Sent: Friday, December 28, 2012 11:30 AM

To: ECY DL CRO RMT; ECY DL ERO RMT

Subject: FW: Ecoclip - Ecology backs EPA that dairies likely source of pollution

12/28/2012 - Capital Press
Ecology backs EPA that dairies likely source of pollution

By DAN WHEAT
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Capital Press

SUNNYSIDE, Wash. — Veterinarian pharmaceuticals, ionic signatures and nitrate concentrations
along with hydrogeologic information all indicate dairies are contributing to groundwater
contamination in the Lower Yakima Valley, the state Department of Ecology says.

"Veterinarian pharmaceuticals are an indicator of an animal source and several of the
pharmaceuticals tested are specific to dairy cows,"” Robert Duff, manager of Ecology's Environmental
Assessment Program, wrote to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which performed the
testing.

Duff's Dec. 20 letter was comment on EPA's study, released Sept. 27, that identified five dairies
near Sunnyside as likely sources of nitrate pollution to groundwater.

The federal Natural Resources Conservation Service has said the EPA study is "filled with
considerable errors" and can't be "scientifically defended to derive at the stated conclusions.”

Tom Eaton, director of EPA's Washington Operations Office in Olympia, agreed his agency assumed
dairy lagoon leakage rates because the EPA was unable to get design and construction information
about the lagoons from the dairies. Any errors in the EPA report will be corrected, he said, as the
agency gathers data soon from new monitoring wells.

In his letter, Duff said numerous sources and transformations in the environment make it extremely
difficult to pinpoint the source of nitrate contamination. But, he said, the EPA report indicates
dairies are discharging nitrates into groundwater. He said EPA's further testing should be more
definitive.

Duff's letter resulted from review of EPA's report by Ecology's Environmental Assessment Program,
said Joye Redfield-Wilder, an Ecology spokeswoman in Yakima.

EPA's report indicates the dairies are contributing to the pollution but "the main thing is how much,"
Redfield-Wilder said.

"We support additional information being gathered and it should clarify the sources of nitrates and
reduce uncertainty in the findings," she said.

Ayear ago, Ecology provided $300,000 and authorized Yakima County to develop a groundwater
management program to address nitrate pollution in an area of about 512 square miles from Union
Gap to Benton City. The Lower Yakima Valley Groundwater Management Area, led by the county,
was formed and a citizen advisory panel was named with local, state, federal and tribal
representation to work to implement strategies to protect drinking water and prevent further
contamination to soil and groundwater.

The group is expected to make recommendations early in 201.3.
"We want to move forward with solutions and look at all the potential of how to address it and get

away from the finger-pointing,” Redfield-Wilder said. "People are drinking water that is above
standards for nitrates and we all want safe water."
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Jove Redfield-Wilder

Washington Department of Ecology
Central Regional Office, Yakima
(509) 575-2610 - desk

(509) 961-6277 - cell
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